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What is 
Reading 
Comprehension?



Strategies for English Language Learning And 
Reading 2.0 (STELLAR 2.0)

Areas of Language Learning

READING & VIEWING 
Develop reading and 
viewing skills, strategies, 
attitudes and behaviours to 

comprehend a variety 
of texts meaningfully. 



Why is Reading 
Comprehension 
important?



EL Syllabus 2020

Desired Outcomes of Education



How can Reading 
Comprehension be 
improved?

1. Strategies for different 

    Comprehension questions

2. Procedures for answering Reading 

    Comprehension questions

3. Supporting your child’s development 

    in Reading Comprehension skills



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

1. Factual Questions
Find relevant information that can be easily found in the given passage.

Why did the mother want to 
get the author a pair of pants?

He was older and could not 
be wearing shorts whenever 
he went out. 



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

2. Inference Questions
Look out for clues from phrases which suggest a “hidden” meaning.

Which sentence tells you that 

the mother did not expect the 

guard to stop them? 

I felt Mummy jump 
behind me. 

surprised



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

3. Sequencing Questions
Indicate the chronological order of events.

Write 1, 2 and 3 in the blanks 
below to indicate the order in 
which the events took place in 
the story. 

The guard took out the 

pants from the bag.

The author was 

puzzled.

The author’s mother 

bought some items.
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Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

4. True or False Questions
Determine if the statement is true or false and provide evidence from 
the text to support the answer.

True

He was a Scout, played cricket 
and tennis, swam and 
participated in debates. 



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

5. Information Transfer Questions
Organise information from the passage into given categories.

• Cause and Effect
• Before and After
• Similarities and Differences
• Actions and Causes
• Feelings and Actions
• Problems and Solutions
• Advantages and Drawbacks



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

5. Information Transfer Questions – Cause & Effect
Explain the relationship between an event and the factors leading to it.

Those from 
Malaya left for 
home by train. 

He was a volunteer and worked 
at the First Aid station in the 
college grounds.



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

5. Information Transfer Questions – Before & After
Explain the difference in a character’s reactions due to an event.

He waved her away and did not 
buy the tissues from her.

He approached her to buy a 
dozen packets of tissues.



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

6. Contextualised Vocabulary Questions
Determine the meaning of words in a given context.

stunned

abandon

disappointment



Strategies for different 
comprehension questions

7. Applied Vocabulary Questions
Analyse the passage and use own words to describe the situation or 
characters.

How would you describe the author’s 
behaviour during the war? Support your 
answer with information from the 
passage. 

He was brave and dedicated. It 
was frightening to help the 
injured and the dead but he 
stayed behind to continue 
volunteering even when his family 
moved away.  



How can Reading 
Comprehension be 
improved?

1. Strategies for different 

    Comprehension questions

2. Procedures for answering Reading 

    Comprehension questions

3. Supporting your child’s development 

    in Reading Comprehension skills



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

1. Read and annotate the text.
Making short notes will help students to 

understand and remember the text better.



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

2. Read the questions.
Determine question type and how best to answer them.

Why was the old man carrying a red 
plastic bag?   [2m][Factual]



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

3. Refer to the text for the answers.
Read the relevant sections of the text and highlight the key information. 
Students should not rely on their memory to answer.

Why was the old man carrying a red 
plastic bag?   [2m]



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

4. Give specific answers.
Give sufficient points according to the marks allocated.

Why was the old man carrying a red 
plastic bag?   [2m]

He used it to carry the 
leftover food [1m] which he 
scooped into the bag from a 
table [1m].



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

5. Paraphrase the answer.
Students should not lift the answers word for word from the text but 
should write in their own words. (e.g. change the pronouns.)

6. Check spelling, punctuation & grammar
Common errors: missing full stops, punctuation for dialogue

Explain why the old man’s eyes 
“glistened with unshed tears”?

He was sad that he did 
not have a job and that 
his wife was sick. 



Procedures for 
Reading Comprehension

6. Check spelling, punctuation & grammar
Common errors: 

• transference errors 

• missing full stops 

• wrong tenses

• wrong pronoun ( use of “I”)



How can Reading 
Comprehension be 
improved?

1. Strategies for different 

    Comprehension questions

2. Procedures for answering Reading 

    Comprehension questions

3. Supporting your child’s development 

    in Reading Comprehension skills



Supporting your child’s Reading Comprehension skills

1. Creating a reader-friendly 
environment at home
• Reading corner

• Conducive space

• Distraction free



Supporting your child’s Reading 
Comprehension skills

2. Providing Access to Diverse   

     Reading Materials
• Have reading materials readily available 

in your home

• Magazines, newspapers, books, graphic 
novels

• Consider your child’s interests



Supporting your child’s Reading Comprehension skills

3. Encouraging Positive 

    Reading Habits
• Setting a regular reading time

• Read together as a family

• Read-alouds at bedtime

• Visit the library as a routine



Supporting your child’s Reading Comprehension skills

4. Engaging in Conversations   

    about reading
• Chat with your child on what they have 

been reading

• Retell

• Book Talk

• Share on interesting news articles





We would like to 
hear from you.

Please scan the 
QR Code 
to send us your 
feedback. 

Thank you.

Understanding 
Reading 

Comprehension
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